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Precious in the Sight of the Lord, 1 
the Death of bis Saint. 


+» 


I 


T has heen, and ſtill is, the Cuſtom of many 
People, to keep an Aniverſary Remembrance 
of their Birth Dꝶ; by Calling their Friends 

together, and making merry with them. We muſt 

not condemn this Cuſtom, as abſolutely unlawful; 
but we may venture to pronounce it a very great 

Vanity, inaſmuch as the Beginning of our Life is 

rather the Beginning of our Sorrows, than of our 

Joys and for that reaſon ſhou'd be rather remem- 

d with Condolance, than Mirth. The Anci- 
ent Greeks _ wont to "= a 2 Birth-Day, 
his yuibaor, (qua ſs feos alawr, the Beginni 

his Conflicts _ roubles, With a View to $7 

Solomon, the wiſeſt of Men, declares it to be much 

leſs eligible than the Day of our Death. Eccl. 7. 1. 

For this gives a Finiſhing Stroak to our world- 

ly Sufferings, whereas our Birth Day is an Inlet in- 

to them. * 

| O 
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We have, I confeſs, ſome Records in Scripture, 
of Berth=Days kept,” and celebrated with 71 1575 
then they were of Perſons of ſingular Rank and Fi- 
Gaal little (if any . below the Dignity and 

e 


uality of Crowaed Heads, which, doubtleſs, 


ought not to be brought as 4 Preſident for Popular 
and, 


Genetal Obſervation, without incurring the 
Centure of Vanity. | 
But now the Text in hand ſeems to poi 
Day of our Death, as a Day of Obſervation ; 4 Day, 
which the Almighty Himſelf ſets an high Price up- 
on, if we haveithe:Kondur to be 2 with 
His Saints, - - Precious in the Sight. of the Lord, 
4 the Death of | Hi Saints, Phe Diſpenſation: 18 
them is in Kindneſs; a Token iner Reſpect, 
and Honour done them; they are never fo pteci- 
ous in the Sight of GOD, as. when they commend 
their Spirits to Him, and give ap the Gt. 
There is a Senſe, indeed, in which every Man's 
Death, ſhould be deem'd a Matter.of great Weight 
and Cancern ; vis. As Death is the Deſtrutiion 
of his Being, the Extinction of his Light, and a 
full Stop put to his further Uteſulneis in his fixed 
Statio; For ſurely, there is no. Man fo 


giſh a Drone in the Hive: of this World, as to bo 


goocl for nothing; were he an unligarticant Cypher 
in the Creation of Beings, a whom he is one, 
he ſhould be foon diſplacd, ſecing the Allwurte 


Creator of the World has made nothing in vam; 


every Creature is made to anſwer ſome purpoſe; 
But how his Death is a kind of Un- making him a 
gain, it blows out his Light, and removes hum fron 
his Standing in the Sphere of Ser vice, to which he 
was appointed of GOD, his Maker and Governor, 
And further, ſuppoling him to have dy*d:nwong» 
fatty, 
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Aſſaſſinators and Murtherers lying in wait 
ife z this makes his Death ſtill more valu- 
«Way of Dying obliges the GOD of 
ſpouſe his Cauſe, and avenge his Blood 
Were Murdersto in a State, or Nation, and 
to paſa unpuniſh d that State and Count would 
Berri hee ares to fecure invio- 
labs cw'ry Man's Life, GOD has ſet Boundaries 
about it, and has ſtrictly demanded the Blood of 
the Slain at the Hands of his Murtherer ; that his 
Life. ſhou'd go for. that of another's he has taken 
Away» N. en. * | | 
| 2 if this Sacred Law' be not punctually oh- 
ſerv' d the Great GOD of Life will Himſelf inter- 
poſe, to take Vengeance on them, who are en- 
truſted with Power to fee this Juſtice faichfully 
executed. And in caſe this Treſpaſs becomes Epi- 
demical, the Treſpaſs and Sin of a whole Nation, 
GOD. will ſurely contend with that Nation, or 
People, by ſome. fweeping Calamity and Jud 
ment: So He aſſur'd that wicked Nation of the 
ems He wou'dfywho unto their moſt groſs and 
impious Idolatry, conjoin'd the Murder of the In- 
nocent. Jer. 19. 4. compar'd with Ver. 7. Becauſe 
Shy. bave forſaken me, and have eſtranged this Place, 
4 heve burnt Incenſe in it nnto other Gods, whow 
wetther they, nor their Fathers have known, nor the 
Kings of Judah, and have filled this Place with the 
Blood of Innocents. I will make void the Counſel of 
Judah 4 Jeruſalem in this Plare, and 1 will. can 
thee to fall by the Sword. before their Enemies, and 
the Hands of them that ſeek their Lives, and their Car- 
caſes will I give to be Meat for the Fowls of Heavn, 
and the Reaſts of the Field. 2] 02 3a 
Furthermore, the Death of a Man in a good and 
ab] D honour- 


8 


and Rightful Soveraign, the Preſervation of the 


one of David's Generals, was bitterly lamente 


—  — UUUa—::. 


Ae 


honourable Cauſe; Suppoſing for the Safety and 
Honour of his Country, the Defence of his Juſt 


Rights and Liberties of the Subject, and the Laws 
— Priviledges of the Nation, 'whereof he's a 
Member; his Death in ſuch a Cauſe, is, doubtlef 
to be eſteem'd very valuable and precious, bot 
by GOD and Man. Thus the Death of Aber, 


by his Maſter, and the whole Body of the People. 
ie King ſaid unto his Servants, pom ye not-that 
there is 4 Prince, and a Great Man fallen this Day in 
Iſrael. 2 Sam. 3. - And inaſmuch as that Great 
Man fell not in the Heat of War; but hy the 


Treachery of Joab, his Adverſary; David, on his 


Death-Bed, gives a ſtrict Charge to Solomon, his 
Son, to take Vengeance on his Murtherer: 
Do according to thy Wiſdom, and let not hit hoary Head 
go down to the Grave in Peace. 1 Kings 2. 5, 6. which 
Inſtruction, Solomon, in a fit and convenient Sea- 
ſon, punctually obſerv'd, and flew the Murtherer 


at the Horns of the Altar. „. H wink 
So that in theſe, and ſuch like reſpeQs, tis evi- 


dent, the Death of every Man is of great Moment 


and Value; and therefore, in Scripture Dialect is 
eſteem'd precious, or (which is all one) his Life, its 
contrary, is ſo eſteem'd. .I will yo more ao thee 
Harm, becauſe my Soul wu precious in thine Eyes; 


ſays Saul to David, who torbore to ſlay him, when 


twas in his Power. Again, 2 Kings 1. 13. ----— 0 
Man of GOD, I pray thee, let my Life, ana the Life 


4 theſe fifty thy Servants, be precious in thy Sight ; 
a 


ys one of the Captains of Mae, whom his Maſter 
ſent to ſeizs on the good Prophet Elijah 


* 


But 
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But theſe Things are not under our preſent Cons 
ſideration: The Text obliges us to inſpect the 
Matter as peculiar and appropriate to the Saints, 
and that % Saints. The Death of other Men, 
which way ſoever it happens, is wholly overlook'd; 
tis the Death of the Sunts only, that's here ſpoken 
of, and deelar'd to be precious in the Sight of GOD, 
It is ſo, ſor, | 
- Firſt, GOD ſets a Watch and Guard about ev*ry 
Thing, that may cadanger their Life, and threaten 
them wich Death.; ſo that it ſhall not come near 
to hurt, or annoy 'em, 'till their Time to dye is 
come. This is elegantly deſerib'd in F/aim 34. 7. 
= lhe Angel of the LORD encampeth round about them 
$f that fear him. In the Midſt of an Encampment 
of Souldiers is the greatelt Safety; there can be 
no Danger *cill the Enemy come, and break up the 
Camp: We are not near fo fafe in Towns, or 
Citics, as there; for Diſaſters may happen, and 
lay waſte our Dwellings, whereas in a Camp there 
can be no Danger, ?ci]] the Enemy has broke it up, 
and put the Soldiers to flight. This, now, is the 
happy Condition of the People of GOD, they are 
encamp'd by His Angels; the Militia of Heav'n 
is drawn out tor their Safety, and are (as we may 
lay) their Ta, Bands, | 
Accordingly, when the King of Syria ſent forth 

a Troop of Horle, to apprehend Eiſba, and had 
ſurrounded him in Dothan; the good Prophet has 
a Viſion ot Chariots and Horſemen of Fire on the 
Top of the Mountain; thele Chariots and Horſe- 
men were the Angels, who appear'd in that Form 
tor the Prophet's Reſcue: His Servant, who be- 
held nor this Sight, was truck with Fear; Alas ! 
my Maſter (he crys ) whas (ball we do? But o 
i B Eliſba's 


— — — — 
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10 


pleaſe, and tearing to offend Him. 


Eliſba's Prayer, that GOD wor'd open his Eyes, 
to lee his Maſter's Safety, and receiving that Blef . 


. ſing he reſts eontented; as 'tis ſaid, 2 Kings6. 17. 


The Lord aper d the yes of the joung Man, and he 


ſaw, and brheld the Mountain was full of Horſes, and 


Chariots of Fire roantl abont Elia. 

But this may be ſaid to be an Extraordinary 
Caſe, we grant it ; nevertheleſs, the Guardianſhip 
and Protection of Angels, is a ſtated Decree of Pro- 


vidence in Favour of the People of GOD, which | 


they may ever expect. Pſalm ge. 11, 12. He ſball 
give His Angels Charge over thee, to keep thee in all 


thy Mays: They ſhall bear thee up in their Hands, let 


thou daſb thy Foot againit a Stone. This Benefit ev'ry 


One has Claim to, who deſerves the Character 


ſpecify'd in Ver. 4. of that Pſalm, of ſerting his Love 
on GUD ; 1. e. Who makes GUD the Supream Ob- 
ject of his Reſpect and Love, endeavouring to 
Tis worth 
our Remark, how this Miniſtry of the Angels for 
our Safety, is there deicrib'd, ------- They ſhall bear 
thee up in their Hands; which do's not only denote 
our Safety, but ſignifies the tender Affection of 
thoſe Bleſſed Spirits in Effecting it: They are as 
concern'd: for it, as a Mother 1s for her Child's, 
which ſhe carries in her Arms. The Appearance 
of Angels in a Military Dreſs, like Horſemen and 
Chariots of Fire, tho” for our Safety, is yet with 


Dread and Amazement on our Part; whereas their 
taking us up in their Arms, to defend us from Hurts 
and Dangers, is the ſoſteſt and moſt gentle Con- 
ception of their kind Miniſtry, endearing them to 
us. In a word, their fecret, inviſible Arms are 
ever extended for the Safety, and Defence of the 


80 


People of GOD. 
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So that from this \Aecgunt of the Matter, cs 
manifeſt, the Death of GOD's Saints is ſo preci- 
ous to Him, that He will always take Care, nothing 
ſhall endanget᷑ their Life, or at leaſt, not invade it, 
till their Time is come, that they muſt dye. 
This way many Valuable Expoſitors carry the 
Senſe of the Text, as importing the Divine Care 
and Concern tor the Prevention of our Death: It 
muſt be granted, there are divers Paſſages in the. 
Pſalm, that plainly countenance it; in Ver. 3. The 
Pſalmiſt complains of the Sorr ggf Death compſing 
him about, and of the Pains of tting hald of him. 
And Ver. 8. he ſpeaks of his being deljver'd from 
Death, and from it forms this Concluſion, Precious 


rin the Sight of the LORD i the Death of. Hli Saints. 


g. d. This lyes with ſuch Weight on his Mind, 


that he will exert himſelf in an Extraordinary Man- 
ner fo? their Help and Deliverance :; There's a 


Common and General Providence concern'd for 


all, but One more for them; they are, as we may 


lay, the Darlings of Providence : Ochers of Man- 


kind are put off with Jooler and {lighter Touches 
of its Exerciſe; but as for them, aud their Con- 


cerns, they lye in its Heart and Boſom. 


But I am loath to limit the Grace ſpecify'd in 
the Text to this Seale and Meaning: Wherefore, 
I ſhall proceed to ſhow, | 

Secondly, "That as the Care and Providence of 
GOD, is ſingularly employ'd for the Prevention of 
their Death; ſo ſuppoſing they fall by its Stroak, 
their Death endur'd is very precious to Him: Not 
only their, Threatned, but their Actual Death is 
precious in His Sight. P 
Now thus it mult be, on a Threzfold Ac- 


COunt. | * 2 £ 


—ů—ů— — « - - ” 
—  — — — 2 — = > — — 
— — — — — — 
— 
— — - — — - — — — — — . — — 
— * — wa —_— — — 


— — 


— — 


—— 


— — TC 


—— — — ——̃ꝓ— — — 
— —— — — ——— DAB << 2 2 
—— — - — - 
— — — — — — 
2 - 


12 Funeral Sermon. 
Firſt, The reſpe& which their Death has to our 
Lord feſus urn. 40h! 4a 
Setonahy, The reſpe& it has to GOD Himſelf. 
Thiraly, In reſpect to themſelves, the Parties 
dying. l 1 4 
"EGF, The reſpect it has to our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
Hereby, the glorious Atchievments of His Grace 
are brought to an Head, and in a meaſure perfected; 
for whereas one great Defign of His Noble Under- 
taking, by His Incarnation and Sufferings, was to 
aboliſh Death; s the Curſe of Death, which is 
its Sting ; this eh we poſſeſs, when we come 
to dye. We ſuffer, indeed, the Pain of Death, 
and may, perhaps, have ſome uneaſy Apprehenſi- 
ons of its Approach (as had our Beloved Siſter late- 
ly departed, at leaſt for a while) yet we are abſo- 
lutely deliver'd from irs Curſe. Death is yaltung, 
it ſhall do us no Ham 
This Matter is, in ſome good meaſure, ſecurd 
while we live; the Everlaſting Covenant of Grace 
and Mercy, has faſt hold of all the Redeemed 
Race of ſeſus, the Worſhippers of the Lamb, fo as 
that we ſhall not totally fall away from that Grace 
of GOD, into which we are receiv'd ; tho? not- 
withſtanding there's a great deal of Hazard and 
Danger in the Caſe, conſidering the Fickleneſs of 
our Natures, the Imperfection of Grace, the 
Strength of Temptation, the Snares of this World, 
and the Vigilance of the Devil; but now at Death, 
all this Danger, Doubt and Fear, wherewith tis 
- attended is quite at an End; this troubleſom Scene 
is then over, the Bitterneſs of Death u paſt, and Eli- 
jah like, we drop our Mantle of Frights and Per- 
plexiries, as well as other Infirmities, and leave em 
ac ihe Brow of the Hill, while We ourſelves aſcend 


— - 
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4. 16. Phil. 3. 21. 
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to Glory: We carry our Graces with us to Heav'n, 
but none of our F cars. 421 

There is, I grant, one Branch of the Redeemer's 
Grace, that ſtill ſtands out unaccompliſh'd at 
Death; viz. The Redemption of the Body from 
the Power of the Grave, into a State of Immorta- 
lity ; how beit the firſt, and almoſt immediate De- 
ſign of it, is then fully accompliſh'd; even the 
Redemption of the Sou. | 
And as'tor the Body, tho? it be conquer?d by 
Death, and ſubjected to Putreſaction and Rotten- 
nels, yet dis but for a Seaſon, and laſts no longer 
than the Reſurrection- Day, in Which, . The 
Lord Himſejf ſhall deſcend from Heav'n with 4 Shout, 
with the Voice of the Arch-Angel, and the Trump of 
God, and the Dead in Chriſt [ball riſe firſt. And their 


Bodies ſball be chang d, and faſhioned like ts Chriſt's 


glorious Body, according to the Working whereby He us 
able; ev'n to ſubdue al things to Himſelf, 1 Theſ. 
And what tho? our Bodies are ſubjected to Vile- 
neſs in the noiſome Grave, yet they ſuffer no Pain 
there; *cis but Confinement without Smart or Suf- 
fering. And beſides, the Spoil and Havock made, 


will be ſoon repair'd in the Reſurrection- Day; 


ev'n in a Moment of Time, or in the Twinkling of 


an Eye, 


So then conſidering this, the Death of a Saint 
mult be precious to GOD, inaſmuch as the De- 


ſign of our Bleſſed Redeemer is anſwer'd, and His 


Will tulfilPd, which is, that His Peopte may 
triumph in Death, as having no Power to hurt em; 
yea, as being rather a Benefit than an Hurt; a Pri- 
viledge than a Puniſhment; a Bleſſing than a 
Curſe; tor---Bleſſed are the dead, that dye in the Lord. 

SEE: | yo 
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Secondly, The Death of the Saints is precious, as 


it has reſpect t#GOD, and to that ſweet and 
ious Frame of Spirit, which they are in at the 
ime of their Death. Every Chriſtian dying, I 
grant, is not in the ſame Frame and Temper, nor 
yer do's exerciſe Grace to that Height and Pitch, 
as himſelf could with :. Nevertheleſs, there are 
Two. Graces, which he ever exerciſes, fuppoſing 
his Death approaching in a flow, and hagring 
Manner. gf $41 47 both e BAR 


. Reſignation. n 
13996] 01 2119] ee Pais (it e 08. 
1. Reſignation, that is to ſay, to the Will of 
GOD. He does not dye in a Rage, or Pett; blaſ- 
pheming GOD's Name, and curſing himſelf, and 
them about him, as is the Practiſe of many of the 
wicked; but he ſweetly, and in a Child- like Man- 
ner devotes himſelf to his Sovereign's Pleaſure. It 
might, poſſibly, better ſuit the Conveniences of his 
Family, and others his Friends and Acquaintance, 
might he be ſpar'd to live; and accordingly, He- 
&ekiab-like, he humbly prays for recovering Mercy; 
dut if his Prayer isdeny*d, and dye he mult, he wel- 
comes the Meſſenger teat, and ſays, The Will of my 
Heavenly Father be dane; let him do with me, as ſcem- 
th good iu his Sight, «©. F 
This is ever his Frame in this dark Diſpeaſation; 
it muſt be ſo, it can't be otherwiſe ; for the Grace 
of GOD, which is his commanding, governing Prin- 
ciple, will lead him to it; if it govern'd him in the 
Whole Courſe of his Life, even of a ſorrowful, 
tempted, ſuffering Life, how can it be thought, it 
ſhould deſert him at Death ? Intanglements, like 
Sampſon's Cords," may twiſt about his Arms, and 
keep him back; but his humble 1 


f 


GOD: will break theſe Cords afunder, and teach 
him to fay, The Cap which my Father doth give me to 
arink, ſhall I not drink of ir? Who am I, to gainſay 
his Will? His Will take Place, I conſent to dye, I 
am willing to dye 4 AK 
And this being his Frame, he makes a Vertue of 
Neceſſity, and perfumes his Grave with the fra- 
grant Odours of this excellent Grace: His Death is 
not Fate, but Choice; yea, a Choice on the Divi- 
neſt Motive, even the Will of God. There are many 
Inducements, that may fway with People to deſire 
their Death; but none runs ſo clear of the Dregs of 
Selfiſhnels, as this, It the Will of God: Becauſe He 
wills it, therefore, ſays the Saint, I will it tuo. And 
thus he dyes like himſelf, not only in the Lord, but 
unto the Lord, according to Rom. 14+ 7, 8. None 
ws liveth to himſelf, and no Man dyeth to himſelf; for 
whether we live, we live unto the Lord; or whether we 
aye, we dye unto the Lord, whether we live, or dye, we 
are the Lord's. Muſt not, therefore, his Death be an 
Offering to GOD of a ſweet ſmelling Sa vour. Bat, 


2aly, A Chriſtian dying, always dyes in Faith. 


Theſe all ay'd in Faith, not having receiv'd the Promi- 
Jes, &c. Heb. 11. 13. The (4d) there, are all the 
Worthies, mention'd in the preceeding Part of the 
Chapter; particularly, Abraham, Iſaac and Jarob, 
juſt before ſpoken of, They all dy'd in Faith: The 
Life they liv'd was a Life of Faith, and as was their 


Life, ſo was their Death: Their Faith is commend» 


ed for its Permanency, it held to the End, and re- 
main'd with them to their laſt Gaſp of Breath But 
the Apoſtle has ſomething ſurther in View, than 
barely Perſeverance of their Faith, he withal in- 
tends in that Encomium giv'n them, that they dy*d 
in the Exerciſe of it, with Reference to = 
bis en, 
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den, inviſible State, whereinto they were launch- 
ing. And there are two Things reſpecting that 


Def af, 


them; yet we believe, that Gad will put them 


% 
£ 


State, which every departing Saint dyes in the Be- 


The One reſpecting The State of the Body. 
The Other reſpecting The State of the Soul. 
1. The State reſpecting the Bod), is, that tho- Ml . 1 

it deſcends to the Pit of Deſtruction, and there lyes 
and moulders to Duſt, yet it ſhall not always U 
continue in that State; yea, it ſhall not long con- 
tinue in it, but {hall be raiſed: to Life again; a. 1 
Liſe more excellent and durable, than what was na 
enjoy*d on Earth; even to a Life of Immortality. De 
and Bliſs. | | 0 ; Es Dil 

This has always been the Faith of the People | 
of - GOD, from the Infant. Times of the World to 
this Day: And, I muſt ſay, the firm, unſhaken 
Belief of it, is one main Pillar of Support, to pre- 
vent our Sinkings under the Fear of Death, and the 
Thoughts of the Grave; where we moulder away, 
and have nothing left of our Form and Appearance. 
This is a melancholy Conſideration; and ſuch as 
to a Perſon of Spirit, is a great Piece of Mortifica- 
tion and Humbling ; nevertheleſs Faith will teach 
us to be reconcil'd to it, in that this humbling 
State of the Body, will e're long be compenſated 
with a glorious Immortality, and put on that Gar- 
ment ot Splendour, as ſhall equal in'Brightnels the 


Sun in the Firmament. ale 1 94:74 
2. The other Object of Faith, is, The State and 
Condition of our Departing Souls: The Exereiſe 
of Faith reſpecting them, is, that tho'ꝰ by Diſ- 
ſolution from them, we looſe our hold of chem, 
and are no further capable to direct and govern 


in fition 
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in ſuch fure and ſafe Hands, as ſhall conduct em 
to the Manſions appointed for em: They ſhall. 
not be Vagabonds, wandring in the Air, but pre- 
cious Treſaure, committed to the Tutelage and 
Cuſtody of Angels, to conduct to Glory: 
So that we can freely part with them, as know- 
ig in ourſelves, in whoſe Hands we lodge them; 
ein Beings of Might, who are able to cope with 
all Oppolitions, and Reſiſtance made by the Devil, 
asd his Angels: After this manner, all the Saints 
chat have ever dy'd (and had their Senſes at 
Death) have departed to Heav'n; which is a 
Diſplay of Faith moſt acceptable to GOD. Once 
more, * | | 
\ Thirdly, The Death of the Saints is precious to 
GOD, as reſpecting themſelves, the Parties dying; 
in that hereby an Everlaſting Period is put to our 
Sorrows and Sufferings of every kind : Yea, Death 
is more than that, as it ends our Grief and Sor- 
rows, ſo it uſhers in our unſpeakable Joy. Joy of 
that Nature, that we were Strangers to while ta- 
bernacling in Fleſh. Oh! ſurely, if the neareſt 
Approach to GOD, and Communion with Him; 
if the Viſion of His Bleſſed Face, and Drinking 
at the Springs of His Love, and that in a State 
and Place, where neither Sin nor Sorrow, nets 
ther Fright nor Danger can have Room to enter, 
be Happineſs and Pleaſure; this Happineſs and Plea- 
d ſure, the departing Saint, in his dying Moments, 
@ 8 receiv'd into. In a word, Our dying Day is 
our Marriage-Day to the Lamb, our Husband, 
chin Jeſis the Lord; which will be Celebrated 
— With infinite Satisfaction and Delight, on the Part 
— of GOD : So that the Truth of this Divine Po- 
n Ifition, or Declaratzon of Grace, ja the Text, 
C ſtaad: 
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ſtands bright in our Vier . Precious in 
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You can't but be ſenſihle, that all I have been 
ſpeaking touching this Matter, is in a reſtrictive. 
Senſe; I mean, applicable only to one Part of 
Mankind; viz. the Saints, The Text is wholly 
ſilent, refpeQing the Wicked, and their Death; 
but notwithſtanding its Silence, by the Rule of ned 
Contraries, we may eaſily calculate what their 
Death muſt be, ev'n, hateful, and deteſtable. The 
| Wicked are eſtrang d from the Womb; and as they 
enter the World, ſo they go out of it, efreng'd | 
from GOD. 1 

Inſtead of being precious in Death, they are 
vile; and 'tis a common Diſpenſation in Provi- 
dence, ſo to deſert them at Death, that their 
Vileneſs ſhall be manifeſt to all, who behold them. 
Obſerve, pray, how their Caſe is painted forth 
Job 18. 14. His Confidence ſhall be rooted out of his 
'Fabernacle, and it ſhall bring him to the King of Ter- 
rors. But tho? his Root is pluck'd up, Shall he 
Have no Branches left ? No, he ſhall not. Yer. 16. 
His Roots ſhall be dry d up from beneath, and above 
jhall his Branch be cut of, But ſhall he have no 
Name, or Memory behind him, tho' he has no 
—_— Par, — 3 17.— Fr 

emnbrance ig from the Earth, and he ſhall 
have no Name 2 Street. But if this be his 
Unhappy End, Shall he have no Time, or Lei- 
ſure, to ſet Things to rights before he goes off? t 
Alas! No. Fer, 18, &c. He ſbal be driv'n fon 
; 5 Ne Light 
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Light into Darkneſs, and thuſed oat of the World. 
They that come after him ſhull be aftoniſbed at his 
Day, & they that went before were afrighted, Sure- 
ty ſach are the Dwellings of the Wicked, and this 
is the Place of him that knoweth not GOD. 

Who, therefore, that reads ſuch Portions of 
Scripture, and believes em, can ſatisfy him- 
ſelf, to abide in this State. There is a natural 
Deſire in moſt People, ro make à reputable End, 
ro be ſpoken of with Praiſe, when they are dead, 
and gone; but this a wilful, impenitent, hard- 
ned Sinner, wedded to his Luſts, in Friendſhip 
with this World, and aa Enemy to his GOD, 
muſt not think to do: He ſhall dye in a Stink, 
neither lamented, nor regarded: I pray, GOD 


open your Eyes, whoſe Caſe this is, and con- 


vince you of its Danger, and alſo inſpire you 
with a fervent Zeal, to ſeek his Favour in the 
Way of Obedience, and upright Walking ia His 
Sight. ; 


This, Our Dearly-beloved Siſter departed had; 
GOD had bleſt her with a Conliderable Por- 
ion, and Dividend of Earthly Enzoyments, and 
of Children to inherit them, after ſhe ſhou'd 
leave them; howbeit, this was of little Accouut 
with her, comparative to the Honour done her, 
of being One of HIS Saints. 


As One of HIS Saints , 'She was long con- 
vinc'd of the Neceſſity and Uſefalneſs of that Branch 


Jof her Faith and Profeffion ; vis. 


THE COMMUNION OF /SAINTS. 
Gn) The 
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The Sheep of CHRIST muſt not feed alone, 
but in Company with the Flock: They never Wan 
feed ſo well as when flock'd together. And, hir 
beſides, there is Danger in Solitude, the Devil, 

the Wolf, and Deſtroyer of the Sheep, watches that MY 
Opportunity, to bite and devour. I pray G00, Poi 
the Example and Practice of our Deceaſed Siſter, W-Glt 
may be inſtructive to you, who are remiſs here- © dre 
in: Have a Care of being left alone in this He 
Open, Expoſed World; for if alone, you are in GO 
Danger of Falling; and if you fall, you have ſay 


none to lift you up. Wit 

| 40 iat. 

Her Real, and Affection, for the Intereſt of ¶ you; 

_ CHRIST, and Tris Cguxcnkz whereof is 
She was long a Member, was moſt Conſpicuous nei! 
and Viſible, of which She gave Proof, both by toſt 
her Preſence and Purſe, as Occaſions call'd for tati 
them. to 
And JI am not without Hopes, that That ſame \ 
Spirit on Her, will continue in Her Off- ſpring. for 


Oh! Tis a Bleſſed Thing, when Children inhe- 
Tit the Vertues as well as the Wealth, of their Deſ 
deceaſed Anceſtors. The Elect Lady's Children 

walk'd in the Truth, as well as their Mother; 
and this St. John intimates was à very Lovel 
Sight. 2 John ver. 4. 


And, indeed, were none to ſucceed if th 
Steps of their Godly Anceſtors, the Church o 
CHRIST muſt dye in One Generation: Where 
as He has intended otherwiſe, even, a Contiau 
ance of His Church, by a Transfer of the Spiri 
of the Dead on them that Survive: That EI 

Mantl 
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Mantle may be left, when his Perſon is gone; 
re Wand. be tak'n up by Eliſba, who was to ſucceed 
„him. 1 | I 233. a + Ab 
) 


t The LORD grant a Double, yea, a Trebbſ 
„Portion of the Spirit of Tal and Concern. for His 
„ IClery, on you, Young Men, Her ſurviving Chil- 
- dren; this, ro my Knowledge, lay very near her 
is Heart: She was more concern'd, for your being 
n WF GOOD, than Great. And may I crave Leave to 
„e fay, A Youth without Grace, is. a ſapleſs, dry, 
 E wither'd Stick, fit only to be taken, and throwa 
iato the Fire: Or (zo ſpeak more accommodate to 
of WM your C ivil Profeſſion and Calling) A Graceleſs Youth 
of is. like the Hull of a Ship in the Sea, that has 
us neither Sail, nor Maſt, nor Rudder, nor Anchor, 
dy toſt up and down with ev'ry Wave of Temp- 
or tation, and at length, ſuffers the Fate of Sinking 
to the Bottom. 


me Whereas VERTUE and PIETY is profitable 
for all Things: It will make You Wiſe and Dif 
16 creet ; Modeſt and Humble; Vigilant and Sober; 
ei Deſirable to all, and a Benefit to many. 


Oh! Young Men, remember your Dying Mo- 
ther's Charge to you, and — it. It was 
on Her Heart, as She told me, Herſelf, to have 
entorc'd Her Charge in the very Words of David 
to Solomon, his Son: But Her dying Pains en- 
creaſing, and Her natural Strength and V igour 
being gone, She cou'd not do ir. 


Wherefore, in Her Stead, I humbly requeſt 
you, often to read it, and conſider it well: It 
| is 
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Lour and Her Miniſter ; viz. See, That She miſs 
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is in 1 Chrov. 28, 8 — Apd thou Solomon, my 
Son, know thou the GOD of thy Father, and ſerve 
Him with a perfect Heart, and with a willing Mind, 
for the LORD ſearcheth all Hearts, and underſtand- 
eth all the Imaginations of the Thoughts: If thou 
ſeek Him, He will be found of thee; but if thou for- 
ſake Him, He will caſt thee off for ever. 1 


This was Her deſigned Charge to You, to 
which, I take Leave to adjoyn my own, as 


Toa not at CHRIST"s Right Hand, in the Great 
Dey of JuDGMNENT. | | 
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